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professional employment. Yekel secures from a pious scribe a 
copy of the Holy Scroll (the Scriptures of the Pentateuch) to 
place in Rifkele's room as a talisman against threatened evil. 
His superstitious awe of the Scroll and his unselfish affection 
for Rifkele are all that redeem him from utter callousness. "But 
they say," declares Reizel to Hindel, both of them inmates of the 
cellar-brothel, and somewhat reminiscent of the Girls in Pippa 
Passes, "that you mustn't read from such a Holy Scroll, and that 
the daughters of such mothers become what the mothers them- 
selves were .... that something draws them on like a magnet, 

and that the Evil Spirit drags them down into the mire " 

And so it proves with Rifkele, in a denouement of great pity 
and horror, not unmingled with memorable symbolisms. 

George Herbert Clarke. 

Jewish Theology Systematically Considered. By Dr. K. Kohler, 
President Hebrew Union College. New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany. 1918. 492 pp. 

One of the most important fruits of modern biblical scholarship 
is the recognition of the fact that the prophets of ancient Israel 
were the exponents not of a narrow national cult but of a uni- 
versal religion based on the fact of essential human solidarity 
and involving a mission of reconciliation whereby the whole 
human race should be brought to vital relationship with the 
Divine Father from whom it was estranged. It is of the genius 
of what is known as Judaism to maintain this prophetic vision 
and especially to stimulate the Jews themselves to confidence 
in and loyalty to their sense of mission. This is the spirit 
of the present work on Jewish theology. The book itself is 
directed first of all to the Jew that he may be kept loyal to his 
spiritual heritage. Secondarily it is intended for the student 
of religions, to present to him the truths of universal religion 
and to show how far the profoundest type of Judaism has em- 
bodied its essentials. The student of theology and of Biblical 
interpretation cannot fail to profit from a careful study of Dr. 
Kohler' s contribution. That Dr. Kohler should completely suc- 
ceed in doing justice to the universal religion embodied in the 
most enlightened type of Christianity would be expecting too 
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much in the present stage of religious transition. A study of 
his scholarly work will enable many Christians to get a truer in- 
sight into the depths of the real Jewish religion and of its close 
affinity with the universal type of Christianity. 

James Bishop Thomas. 

The Theory and Practice of Mysticism. By Charles Morris Addison, 
D.D. (University of the South). New York: E. P. Dutton. 1918. 

How can a book on mysticism hope to find readers in a country 
where the energies of its people are absorbed in waging stu- 
pendous war? Does not the appreciation of such a book depend 
upon external peace and leisure to devote to purely personal and 
subjective problems? The answer is that there are two types in 
mysticism and two kinds of war-time problems, and that be- 
tween one type of mysticism and war problems there are in- 
timate relations. The author of this clear handbook treats 
mysticism as the art of seeking and finding God through the 
channels of the "Mystic Way." There are mystics who are 
content with their own personal quest, and its immediate goal 
in discovering a personal connection between the soul and God. 
These are the mere mystics. There are others who seek not 
merely to experience God in faith and rapture, but who seek to 
know God's will and to make that the programme of their lives 
in strenuous service to the triumph of that will in history. Their 
mysticism becomes a source of practical wisdom, of heroic 
strength, and devotion. These mystics emerge from the mystic 
state to become reformers, prophets, and missionaries, devoted 
to their fellows and to mankind. These are the "Mystics in 
Action." Such a mystic was Cromwell. A great war can only 
be a great moral cause if its participants can enter it in this 
mystic spirit. 

But war also has its very intimate personal side. It throws 
upon multitudes burdens of personal sorrow and loss and suffer- 
ing. The "shell-shocked" and all whose nerves break under the 
strain may find restoration through mystic experience. The loss 
of loved ones finds in it the only personal compensation. Those 
who suffer at the hideous spectacle, apart from personal losses, 
find in it the means of hope and calm courage. 



